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About ISAC
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“Providing Illinois students with information and assistance to help make 
education beyond high school accessible and affordable”

We administer scholarships and grants to students across the State of 
Illinois

We provide professional development offerings on navigating the financial aid 
process, resources and support for underrepresented students, and 
understanding student loan repayment/forgiveness programs



Agenda

1. Retention of Illinois Students and Equity (RISE) 
Act Overview

2. Eligibility Criteria
3. The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial 

Aid
4. Getting Started and Pre-Screening Questions
5. Application Walk-through
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Retention of Illinois Students and Equity 
(RISE) Act Overview
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RISE Act

• Signed into law on June 21st, 2019
• Lifted the 75 MAP Paid Credit Hour (MPCH) cap for 

students that have not reached junior level
• Provides a pathway for eligible undocumented 

students who are disqualified from federal student 
aid to apply for state funded financial aid programs
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Public Act 104-0164 – RISE Act Expansion  

• Expands eligibility for financial aid to qualifying students
• Qualifying students may apply for all state, local government, or 

public university financial aid program, including:
• MAP grants,
• Scholarships 
• Tuition Waivers, 
• Room and board assistance, etc. 
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Summary of the RISE Act

• Provides for an alternative Monetary Award Program (MAP) 
application process for students who are unable to apply for 
Federal Student Aid (FSA) programs

• Relies on criteria already in state law that’s used to 
determine eligibility for in-state tuition at public institutions

• Impacts all Illinois colleges  – public and private, two-and 
four-year institutions

• Applies to all state, local government, or public university 
financial aid programs

• Provides access to other state funded financial aid 
programs, including scholarships 
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Eligibility Criteria
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Public Act 103-0876 – In-State Tuition Eligibility 
Criteria
• Effective date of July 1, 2026
• This act expands and extends rules for when students are considered 

Illinois residents for in-state tuition purposes if they meet all the 
requirements of either pathway
1. High School Route
2. High school and community college Route
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Pathway 1: High School Route

1. Resided with parent or guardian while attending an Illinois public or 
private high school;

2. Graduated from a public or private high school or received the 
equivalent of a high school diploma in Illinois;

3. Attended a public or private high school in Illinois for at least 2 
years before enrolling at the university;

4. Not established a residence outside of Illinois; and
5. Provides the institution with an affidavit stating that the individual 

will file an application to become a permanent resident of the 
United States at the earliest opportunity the individual is eligible to 
do so. 
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Pathway 2: High School + Community College 
Route
1. Attended an Illinois high school and or/community college for at 

least 3 years total, with at least 2 years in one institution;
2. Graduated from an Illinois high school or received an equivalent of a 

high school diploma and earned an associate degree or at least 60 
transferrable credit hours from an Illinois community college;

3. Resided in Illinois during schooling;
4. Has not established residency outside of Illinois; and
5. Agrees to swear and affirm to the university that the individual will 

file an application to become a permanent resident of the United 
States at the earliest opportunity if the individual is eligible to do so 
and is not a citizen or lawful permanent resident of the United 
States.
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MAP Eligibility 

• Application:
• Complete the FAFSA or Alternative Application for Illinois 

Financial Aid 
• Other Criteria:

• Meet Illinois residency requirement 
• Demonstrate financial need
• Be enrolled for a minimum of three (3) credit hours per 

term in a degree or certificate program
• Meet Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) as defined by 

the institution 
• Be enrolled in an Illinois MAP approved school 
• Be at undergraduate status
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MAP Residency Eligibility 

• Dependent Student
• The parents who are required to report data on the 

Alternative Application, must physically reside in Illinois
• Illinois must be the parent’s fixed and permanent home

• Independent Student
• Student must reside in Illinois at the time of application
• Must have resided in Illinois for 12 continuous months 

prior to the start of the academic year for which aid is 
requested

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-
eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html 13

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-eligibility-requirements/illinois-residency-requirements.html


Alternative Application Process

Review Sign and Submit
Students and parents sign the application electronically using a Personal Identification 

Number (PIN) provided by ISAC

Provide Student and Parent Data
There are seven sections in the application which collect demographic and financial 

information about the applicant and their parent(s), if applicable

Create Student Profile

The applicant creates a student profile, and an ISAC ID number is assigned to the student 

Complete Pre-Screening Questions 

Determine if students are eligible to complete the FAFSA or Alternative Application 
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The Alternative Application for Illinois 
Financial Aid
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Information Needed for the 
2026-27 Alternative Application
• Student Profile for the Alternative Application
• Student and Parent email address (for dependents) – Parent and student must 

each have their own email address
• Records of income – 2024 Federal Income Tax Return (1040), W-2s, other records 

of income earned from work, business, child support received, and any other 
untaxed income

• Information about investments – Savings, certificates of deposit, stock options, 
bonds, 529 plans and other college savings programs, and investment real estate, 
business, and farms

• A PIN to sign electronically

www.isac.org/Alternative-Application 16

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


Alternative Application Sections

Section 1 Student Demographics
Section 2 Student Financials

Section 3 Dependency Status

Section 4 Parent Demographic, Financial, and Household 
Information

Section 5 Student Household Size (Independent)

Section 6 School Selection

Section 7 Sign and Submit
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Features of the Alternative Application

• Generates a Student Aid Index (SAI) used to determine MAP eligibility
• Students can save data and return later to sign application 
• Some questions will be pre-populated based on previous answers 
• Access more information about a question, through            feature
• Applicants can make corrections to their completed Alternative Application
• Applicants can troubleshoot their username and password using the challenge 

questions they created

?
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Getting Started and Pre-Screening Questions

19



Getting Started 

• Navigate to the 
featured section of 
the ISAC website and 
select The Alternative 
Application for Illinois 
Financial Aid

• Under the 
Application Process 
for MAP, students can 
find the application
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Alternative Application Home Page

• User guide and resources
• First-time applicants

• Pre-screening questions

• Returning applications
• Make corrections
• Troubleshoot

• Submit parent signatures 
for dependent students
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Welcome Message

• Students will see 
information on:

• MAP
• Alternative App or 

FAFSA
• Confidentiality
• Privacy

www.isac.org/Alternative-Application 22

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


Pre-Screening: Determining 
Citizenship Status

• File a FAFSA if you are an Eligible 
noncitizen

• U.S. Permanent Resident Card
• Conditional Green Card
• Holder of Arrival Departure Record (I-94 

Form) from the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) showing:

• Refugee 
• Asylum Granted
• Parolee – paroled for a minimum of one 

year and has not expired
• Cuban-Haitian Entrant

• T-Visa Holder (T-1, T-2, T-3, etc.) 
• Has documentation from DHS meeting 

the definition of Battered Immigrant-
Qualified Alien
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Other Common Statuses 

• Other common statuses that some of your students may 
have

• I-94 forms stamped with another endorsement not found in the 
eligible noncitizen section such as Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS),

• J-1, J-2 Visas,
• F-1, F-2 Visas,
• DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals), or
• U-Visa holders

• While these students are not eligible for federal student aid, 
they may be eligible to complete the Alternative Application if 
they meet the criteria of the RISE Act



Pre-Screening: Eligibility Criteria 

• Student will 
answer 
citizenship 
question and 
must meet all five 
requirements to 
be considered an 
Illinois resident 

• Not eligible to 
complete

• Eligible to start 
application
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Pre-Screening: FAFSA Completion

• Has student filed a 
FAFSA?

• Student qualifies for 
MAP through 
Alternative Application

• Reach out to financial 
aid office to process the 
correct application

• Start application
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Important Notice: Privacy and Data Sharing in the 
Alternative Application

27



Application Walk-Through
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Student Profile 

• All fields are required
• Cannot use the same email 

address for the ISAC student 
portal profile

• ISAC ID number will be 
assigned after student profile 
has been created

• This will be a unique ID 
number for the student

• Remains the same for 
subsequent years
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Alternative Application Introduction Page
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Section 1: Student Demographics

• First and last name along 
with an email address will 
be auto-populated based 
on the student’s profile 
information

• PIN will be sent to the 
email address listed in the 
student demographic 
section
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Section 1: Student Demographics (continued)
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Section 1: Student Demographics (cont. 2)

• Student’s college grade 
level 

• Questions about 
pursuing teacher 
certification

• Parent's education 
status

• Student’s high school 
completion status 
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Update on Asset and Investments 

• The OBBBA updates the Student Aid Index (SAI) asset calculation to 
exclude, the following from current net worth of business and farms and 
should not be reported as assets on the FAFSA/Alternative App if:

• The net worth of a family-owned business with 100 or fewer full-time (or full-
time equivalent) employees

• The net worth of a farms on which the family resides
• The net worth of a commercial fishing business and related expenses, owned 

and controlled by a family
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Section 2: Student Financials 

• 2024 IRS Tax Information
• Tax return filing status
• Type of tax return filed
• Income earned from work
• Student (spouse’s) 

Adjusted Gross Income 
(AGI)

• Student (and spouse’s) 
income tax paid

• Education credits
• Schedule A,B,D,E,F or H 

filing status
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Section 2: Student Financials 
(continued) 

• Financials
• Total cash, savings, and 

checking accounts
• Net worth of investments, 

including real estate but 
not including home in 
which the student lives in

• Net worth of student’s 
business and/or 
investment farms

Update:
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Section 2: Student Financials (continued)

• Additional financial 
information

• Annual child support 
received 

• If the student’s 
parent is receiving 
child support that is 
reported in the 
parent section

www.isac.org/Alternative-Application 37

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


Section 3: Dependency Status 

• The questions in this section 
determine whether the 
student must provide parent 
information

• Student’s personal 
circumstances 

• Active duty in U.S. Armed 
Forces

• Veteran of U.S Armed Forces
• Children or other dependents
• Orphan, ward of the court, or 

in foster care since age 13
• Emancipated minor 
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Section 3: Dependency (continued) 

• Student in legal guardianship with 
court determination

• Unaccompanied and homeless youth 
determination 

• Director/designee of an 
emergency/transitional shelter, street 
outreach program, homeless youth 
drop-in center, or other program 
serving those experiencing 
homelessness 

• Homeless district liaison
• Director/designee of a project 

supported by TRIO/GEAR UP 
• Financial Aid Administrator (FAA)

• Unusual circumstances that prevent a 
student from providing parent 
information
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Section 3: Dependency (cont. 3) 
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Dependency Status

• Dependent students are required to provide 
parental information

Status based on Alternative 
Application

Report income and 
investments

Dependent Student
Parent(s)

Independent 
(additional information may be 

required)

Student
Spouse, if applicable
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Unable to Provide Parent Information

• Dependent students may still be eligible to complete the Alternative 
Application without parental information if they have an unusual 
circumstance

• Unacceptable reasons for not providing parental information:
• Parents unwilling to provide information
• Parents refuse to pay for college
• Parents do not claim student on taxes
• Student does not live with parents
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Who is a Parent for Purposes of the 
Alternative Application?

1. Biological 
2. Adoptive
3. Stepparent – while married to biological or adoptive 

parent 
• Parents living together must both provide information on 

the Alternative Application – regardless of marital status
• For divorced parents:

• Report the parent who provided the most financial support within 
the last 12 months

• If the financial support is equal, then report the parent with greater 
income and assets

www.isac.org/Alternative-Application 43

http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application
http://www.isac.org/Alternative-Application


Section 4: Parent Demographics

• Collects same data 
elements as the FAFSA

• Name
• Date of Birth
• Address
• Marital Status
• State of residence (not 

immigration status) 
• Date residency was 

established

• Does not collect SSN or 
ITIN
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Section 4: Parent’s Household 

• Family size:
• Parents 
• Student 
• Other children
• Other dependents

• Number in college 
• Federal benefit programs

• Earned-Income credit (EIC)
• Federal housing assistance 
• Free or reduced lunch
• Medicaid
• Social Security Income (SSI)
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP)
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF)
• Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
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Section 4 and Section 5

• Section 4 also collects tax and current financial information 
about the parent(s) 

• May require parent spouse or partner data, depending on 
marital and tax filing status 

• Will not require two parent signatures & an email will be required 
for at least one parent  

• Section 5 independent student’s household information 
• Household size: 

• Student 
• Children
• Other dependents

• Number in college
• Federal means-tested benefit programs
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Section 6: School Selection 

• Students can select up 
to 10 schools Illinois 
MAP approved schools

• Student can change their 
school choices
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Section 7: Review

• Review the 
application and 
make edits as 
needed

• Application may 
be printed
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Section 7: Certification/Affidavit and Signature 

• Certification/Affidavit
• RISE Act eligible students 

must certify that they 
meet all five requirements 
and 

• Certify that they will file 
an application to become 
a permanent resident at 
the earliest opportunity 
they are eligible to do so

• Provide student signature 
via PIN
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Section 7: Parent Signature and Certification 

• Certification
• Certifying the 

accuracy of the 
information on 
the Alternative 
App

• Affidavit
• Parents do not 

need to sign 
affidavit 

• Provide parent 
signature with PIN
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Section 7: Sign and Submit 

• Dependent Student
• Student and Parent 

must sign 
• Student cannot 

submit application 
without parent 
signature

• Independent student
• Student must sign 

and submit
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Parent Access to the Application 

• Parent may sign the application after the student 
has signed either during the same session or at a 
separate time

• Requires the student’s ISAC ID Number and the 
parent’s 4-digit PIN sent to their email address 
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Section 7: Confirmation 

• ISAC ID Number
• What Happens Next

• Email
• Corrections
• Information sent to 

institutions listed 
Note: The student will not receive 
a SAI; they will find out their MAP 
eligibility through their financial 
aid offers
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Resources 

https://studentportal.isac.org/en/alternativeapp 

Alterative Application User Guide

Alternative Application Worksheet

Alternative Application Troubleshooting Guide

Undocumented Student Liaisons

54

https://studentportal.isac.org/en/alternativeapp


One Click College Admit Resources

• One Click College Admit is 
the only state-administered 
Direct Admissions initiative 
in Illinois

• Resources to help families 
navigate One Click College 
Admit

• FAQs for juniors
• FAQs for seniors
• Step-by-Step Guide
• Informational webinar 

recording 
• Downloadable materials for 

counselors 

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/Resources.html 55

https://www.oneclickadmit.org/Resources.html


Year-Round Help

• The ISACorps are near-peer mentors 
that support students and families 
with:​

• Postsecondary and career exploration​
• Scholarship searches
• Completion of financial aid applications​

• To find your local ISACorps member 
you may enter your zip code or 
schedule a virtual meeting by using 
ISAC Booking 
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First Generation Scholars Network

• To join the First Generation 
Scholars Network (FGSN), students 
can click the JOIN NOW! button on 
the ISAC Student Portal

• Joining allows students to:
• Connect with an FGSN mentor
• Find an FGSN program on campus
• Join “check-in” events with other 

first-generation students

• Services are free!
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Illinois College Access Network

• IllinoisCAN is a network of college access practitioners that strives to 
improve postsecondary access and success for low-income, first-
generation students

• Join IllinoisCAN today to be a member of this vibrant professional 
community! 

• IllinoisCAN focuses on four objectives:
1. Increasing visibility of Illinois’ college access programs and services;
2. Disseminating college access research and best practices;
3. Providing professional development and technical assistance for college 

access providers;
4. Facilitating communication and collaboration among college access 

providers.
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CE/PD Requests

• Please provide your feedback for today’s 
session by completing an evaluation

• To request CE and/or PD hours, an 
evaluation must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 26, 2026. 

• If you are requesting PD hours, you must 
submit your Illinois Educator Identification 
Number (EIN)

• To access the evaluation, use the link 
posted in the chat – PD staff will follow 
up with the completed forms via emails
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Thank You!

Questions? Contact the Professional Development 
team at isac.outreachtraining@illinois.gov!

Sign up for ISAC’s e-Messaging service to receive the 
latest news and updates at 
www.isac.org/emessaging
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